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bene scio me umquam adepturum." If a good conscience is not a sufficient 
reward, the editor may reflect that the indexes of similar character which he 
hopes to publish later will be all the more warmly welcomed by scholars and 
students, who will trust to find in them the same accuracy combined with a 
more perfect clearness of syntactical vision. 

Wm. Hamilton Kirk. 



Italo Pizzi: Storia della poesia persiana. Vol. I, II. Torino, Unione tipo- 
grafico-editrice, 1894. xxiv, 350 pp. and 495 pp. Svo. Lire 10. 

" Die Poesie steht zur Bildung des Menschen in einer zwiefachen Bezieh- 
ung : in einer der Form, indem sie Wahrheit und Lehre durch Einkleidung 
und rhythmischen Ausdruck der Einbildungskraft naher zu bringen sucht, 
und in einer des Inhalts, indem sie uberall das Erhabenste, Reinste und 
Schonste aufsuchend, im Menschen immer das Hdchste und Geistigste seiner 
Natur anzueignen bemiiht ist, und ihm bestandig vor Augen halt, dass er den 
voriibergehenden Genuss der dauernden inneren Genugthuung, das Irdische 
dem Unendlichen nachsetzen und im Widerstreit der Neigungen und Pflichten 
Alles, durch Selbstbeherrschung und Erhebung iiber das Niedere und Gemeine, 
dem Adel und der Reinheit der Gesinnung opfern muss." With these words 
of Wilhelm von Humboldt I may be allowed to begin my review of the well- 
disposed work in two volumes, which Italo Pizzi, who is already known by 
specialists for his extensive studies on Persian literature, and whose excellent 
translation of the whole Shahnameh into Italian was duly appreciated by me 
in this Journal (vol. XIV, I, pp. 93-101), presents not to scholars only, but to 
a cultivated public in general, as the fruit of many years' studies. Pizzi has 
studied no less than 129 poets for the purpose, and the list of the consulted 
books and MSS given on pp. xiv-xxiv proves the extensiveness of his knowl- 
edge. The reader is attracted by the ample contents and captivated by 
elegant representing and tasteful, aesthetic judgment. Especial care was 
bestowed by the author upon the characteristic of the personalities as well as 
of the different periods of Persian literature, and he generally succeeded 
excellently in this respect. 

We will try to enter into the particulars of the book. After an excellent 
introduction, Cap. I gives a general survey of the rise, development and the 
different periods of Persian poetry, ingeniously pointing out the precursors of 
each and the relations to middle or old Persian literature ; Cap. II treats the 
lyric, Cap. Ill the mystic and sceptic poetry. Cap. IV is merely consecrated 
to the celebrated poets Saadi and Hafiz, and concludes the first volume. Vol. 
II, Cap. V treats the epic poetry, Firdausi and the cyclic poets ; Cap. VI the 
'poesia romanzesca' and the 'poeti romanzeschi,' especially Nizdmi, Khusrev 
di Dehli, Khdg'd Kirmdni, Assdr, Sdveghi, Fattdhi. These chapters, which 
give the development of the Iranian epos and its transition into the romantic 
epos of Nizdmi, seem to me the most brilliant parts of the book, and this is 
not surprising, the Persian national epos and its further romantic development 
in the time of the epigons having been Pizzi's favorite study from the beginning 
of his learned career. While Cap. VII gives the moral and gnomic literature 
and its representatives, and Cap. VIII treats merely of Gdmi and his literary 
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position, Pizzi tries in Cap. IX to trace resemblances and relations between 
Persian poetry and Italian legends and romances of the Middle Ages. If he 
goes perhaps too far in this way, and if his assertions are somewhat risked, 
this chapter remains nevertheless a very interesting and suggestive one. 

As to the disposition of this history of Persian poetry, the introduction to 
every period of literature is always in close connection with the poetical 
communications, making life and history go hand in hand with poetry, and 
thus throw light upon each other. The examples of translation, partly 
composed in the metres of the original, show Pizzi's dexterity in translating 
and his good taste in the choice of every single piece. 

We will at last not omit to observe that the printing is almost always 
correct, the external appearance of the book fine and the price a moderate 
one. May Pizzi's work have many readers; and if these few lines can con- 
tribute to procure him such, may he see in them the author's thanks for the 
pleasure the reading of his book has afforded to him. 

Jena, April 5, 1896. EUGEN WlLHELM. 



Iranisches Namenbuch von Ferdinand Justi. Gedruckt mit UnterstUtzung 
der Koniglichen Akademie der Wissenschaften. xxviii und 526 S. 4to. 
Marburg, N. G. Elwert'sche Verlagsbuchhandlung, 1895. Preis 40 Mark. 

The present book of Iranian proper names has its origin in collections made 
by Ferdinand Justi for the sake of stating biographical and genealogical 
matters, when he studied the Oriental and Occidental sources for his history 
of Iran. It gives all Iranian proper names, from ancient down to modern 
times, and under every name quotes, together with proofs from the sources, 
such bearers of the same as are mentioned in political and literary history. 
It forms, therefore, a prosopography until the time of the destruction of the 
Persian empire by Islamism. These collections, chiefly drawn from historical 
sources, were afterwards completed by extracts from geographical and literary 
encyclopedias of Oriental scholars. Iranian proper names have indeed been 
treated already several times — for example, by Pott, Breal, Keiper, Marquart, 
and the Parsee I. T. Modi — but not until now were they completely collected. 
Considering the usefulness of such a collection, it was a very happy idea of 
Justi, who was himself better adapted to the task than any one else, to hasten 
the publication of his work, which offers so valuable materials to further 
investigation by giving 4490 proper names and 9450 persons, their bearers, 
besides adding 70 pedigrees, an Iranian iconography, viz. a list of 295 persons 
whose portraits are authenticated on coins and other contemporary monu- 
ments, a list of such words as form the second word of a compound name, and 
a list of name-affixes. 

As the grammatical formation of proper names is entirely the same in 
Iranian as in Indian, Greek, German, Slavic and Celtic, the Iranian names 
have been interpreted according to the etymological principles in use for the 
proper names of the last-named languages. The etymological interpretation 
is added to the names when it may be considered secure, or at least very 
probable ; hypothetical interpretations are sometimes mentioned in the list of 
the words which form the second part of compound names (pp. 4S3-520). 



